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An understanding of dialect differences goes beyond

the recognition that people talk differently: it concerns the way
dlale~ts differentiate themselves, the main dlirt rences in the
patterns, and *he method of discovering the patterns of various

dialects,

This booklet is intended for those who need to know nore

specific information concerning the patterns of Fnglish dialects, and
vho wich to begin exploring dialect differences on a first hand

basis.

Accordingly, the following issues are deait with: (1)

ocbserving lanauage patterns, finding ou* about dialects spoken in the
community in which one lives, and how teachers can luok more closely
at the dialect differences that might be influerncing what is

happening in their classrooms:
dlalect patterns: (3)
and sucial dialects:
verb usage, and negati~n: (%)

(2) a method of looking a* particular
pronurciation differences in terms of regional
(4) arammar Jifferences, especia’ly suffixes,
vocehulary differences: and (6) the

investigation of culturally defined 1anguage use patterns, a topic
that in some ways goes beyond the basic questions of dialect

diversity.
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Dialects and Educational Equity

Lanquage inevitably playe o central ole in education. It s used as a means of transmitting
information and s an essential ingredient in the development and evaluation of particular
educationat skills in addinion, lanquage ts a vehicle of social identification as people react to
one another based on the way they speak. The importance of lanquage in education, coupled
withats socral significance. makes it a key factor in the struggle for edneaticaal equity.

Over the past two decades, a great deal of research has teen undertaken on lanquage
diversity i American Eaglish. particularly among the economically impoverished and
vthnically and socialiv solated members of our society —those groups who speak what has
been labeled "nonstandard Fnglish " Research on these varieties has raised some fundamen-
tal soctal and educational issites —matters that cannot be ignored by those vested with the’
responsibility of educating all students Dialects and Educational Equity attempts to ad-
dress some of these issues on the hasis of what is curcently known aboeut language variation.

Unr concern s the dissemination of information relevant to the necds of practitioners, and
the format of this senies s designed to hihlighs this orientation. Each booklet is arranged in
a4 question ansu et format, with the questions  epresenting the kinds of issues raiced by piac-
ftroners in surveys, warkshops, and discr-ston groups and the answers based on current
research mformanon addressing the concerns. The firet two bouklets, Dialogue on
Dialects and Exploring Dialects, address preliminary concerns about dialect differences
while the booklets, Speech Pathology and Dialect Differeaces Reading and Dialect
Differences. and Fanguaqge Arts and Dialect Differences. .ddiess more specialized
edincational issues At the end of each disenssion in the bookiets, certain other readings are
suqaested for those who may wish o pursue more information on a particular topic.

Practinoacis and researchers in the areas of spocialization considered have quided the
development of these poublications from the initial planning to the final products. In addition,
stabl constitants arthe Cepier for Apphed Dinguistics, Roger W, Shuy and Peter A Eddy, ad-
vsed onmany phases of the pigiec: Lance Patter, of our staff, recearched many topics of
relevance, and Marfene Zack artended 1o the fine details of tvping the original hooklets,
Finally Drane Buiosh ot thee Publications Progeam ar the Center for Applied Linguistics,
o Taped be baconi anddincd the fnal manuscnps O appreciation is extended to these
mdiroehiars aecwell as i many anonvieons pros tioners who ariginally brought our atten-

o to the teanes rar cdd e

Dhannag Christo

Cenprer Lo Ve Doy

Walt Wollram
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Realistically, we must admir that
different dialects carry different
soctal values Because of these
values. some speakers may be put
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ployment Can anything be done
to eliminate the mequities that are
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Preface

Anamderstanding of dhalect differences qoes consderably beyond the simple recognition thal
people talk differently This recogmtion s st the starting point for explonng the nature of
these differences Many people are mterested or need to go bevond the superficial perception
of dialect ditferences to see how the patterns of iangquage wark themselves out in the varieties
of Enghsh These people waat ta know how dialects differennate themselves, what the main
differences in the patterns are. and how 1o go about discovering the patterns of various dialects
for themselves

This booklet s dosigned v take the  cader beyond the casual leve! of curiosity abouwt dialects:
s atended for those woo need vy know more specthic information coneerning the patterns of
Englsh dualects those w. o wish o begin exploring dialect differences on a first hand basis. In
suryvs werkshons and discussions many people have asked the kinds of questions about
disleets ropresented Bere Inaddihon to those people whao exprossed these concerns, we are in-
debred toseveral mdiaduals who commented onan earher draft of this booklet Ralph Fasold
(Oeorgetowa Unrceratey BOE T eome tHoward County School Sest m), and William Hall
(Center oo the Stady of Readigd have queen us valuable conmments that quided our revision
of the varher test

Donna Christian
Waolt Wolfram




OBSERVING LANGUAGE PATTERNS

Realistically, we must admit that divferent dialects carry
different social values. Because of the.e values, some
speakers may be put at serious disadvantages in certain
situations, such as school or employment. Can anything be
done to eliminate the inequities that are associated with
dialect difference? )

Theve are two posable wavs of dealing with mequities due to dialect differences
One wonld be tocolmmate the ditferences between dialects, the other would be to
change the negative atttudes toward some dialects that are the source of the
meguties

Elmnation of dulect ditferences 1 not a practi-al solution simee variation is an
mherent charactenstie of langquaage Consider, for example. one small feature of pro
nunciabion of the Faghsh lanquage the vowel sound o word ke tme or my
Intagime haw these vords would be pronomneed by someone from Olno, comp-ed to
someone hom Texe. Ceorpa West Viepma, New Jersev, or Cabformia To 4o even
further think abont the wame words spoken by an Austrahan, o West Indian. someone
from b ondon o Cockned speaker o someane from ndia In each case. the words
would be bovlish words wath English proaunaiations, but thee would <ot quite dif
ferent The existence of vanation w1 basie fact about language, and the use of certain
vartable featires m language to ek members of certain socral aroups is o basic fact
abonit soaety These nrnciples are rot hkely to vield o eofforts 1o chatge them

Thenther possibiiee chinenation the misconceptions abowt the siqnificance of dhaleet
dtterences moaive s wonkennr ar the el oo people’s lanquaqe attitudes Oy language
athitiedes are showrs B the reae o that we howe o Wtferent lanquage patterns As
chid e aceame then vatee laeoiage they also acguine o seb of atinndes about what
s qood an b s b b e e usage Thiese beliots then develop mito o <ot of
omen e e e neanle be the wag they speaks Tangquage attitndes are aeneral
Toshed b rhe e oty ] arenpe eadhig oo conrnon eealiation of cor
Eaie e piane patteres e s oenpte whio gee them

Pl probivm e th Dieeae e sides mises when stercotepe- and other s Oneep

e b b e e has v et e allowed Bt e e cpmons and adagments
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2 OBSERVING LANGUAGE PATTERNS

How can someone go about finding out more about the
dialect(s) spoken in the commuaity in which they live? Is it

possible for someone who’s never studied linguistics to do
that?

Ancvone can become a language observer simply by listening roore closely to the
spe e of those around them I fact, most peopie are already good observers of
lanquage. 1 a selechive way That s, many people will notice features in the speech of
others but what they notice and how they interpret their observations is filtered
through their athtudes and assumptions. For example. adults may notice that a child
“drops the g5 at the ends of words like going or runmng. but will most likely fail to
realize that they do the same thing [tis very hard to monitor your own casual speech,
so vou will often assume certain things happen because of what you feel is good or
had abort language usage

A qoog way to learn more about the dielect of a particular community is through
direet obsereation This is akin to the collection of data for a linguistic study, but a
riqorous soentific study need not be aimed for Reports of dialect studies should also
be o helpful quide and source of supplementary information. Such studies of corw
munity lanquane patterns hse shown the need to consider both social and linguistic
factors i orler to understand the patterns involved These should not be overlooked
even i a more castial sty sinee o distorted view of the linguistic situation might be
obtamed otherwise Caretad observation of the speech patterns of community
members taking mto account important social factors, s the most important step in
describing a dialect

[here are o number of different areas m which dialect patterns can be noticed
Theu may mvolve features of pronsnciation, seemitn s vocabulary, or more general
aspedcts of langquage use: When comparing two groups for similavities and dilferences,
alternant patterns he where one groap does one thing and the other group does
anothen) ca sl be tonnd mocach area They can be documented by examples
trom the speech of members of the groups involved

What social factors should be considered?

Stuches of T e differencos have fouad agmificont vanahon between groups
whentibied on the baas of aqe soaoeconomee statns, sex, ethe group membership,
aned eongraphieal reon Fermstance, speacers i the 40 1o 60 gqe qroup will tse
Gt sancaae patterne that aee hiferent frome o group of teenagers I some cases,
s s e arse fevnogers adopt certam languadge pattemns that are characteristic of their
ane leve! and the e of thewe patterne duninishies as they qet older Slang words are
A qood example of thes teansatone stage man mdividoal’s Tangnage development. and
there ot ot pronngeton and qrannnar features as well Incotl e cases, the df
ferem e between the e aonpe - tem from lferent lanquage: patterns that have
bewns e aqersed amd el e enntamed miore o less throughout an mdividual’s life Ina
Nenth Tarobra ooty Lo esoanple meanhers ol the older age group were found
o petene e wensb Bl ccater and ear waithiont an e sound at the end The yongen
ket or the ot hoand conedently ied en e on the enden of sach words Tl

Gttt deahe s o anen awbene e anquage palternes of e conmumty are chang
TS RNEITN chler aqeonp o nebecting e peech patternes they aequeed g chaldien,
b e e e e the pottern that e beneg acaped e one o unentle Age

can ot oo be o anpotant facton e corander when e the lana oqe pat
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OBSERVING LANGUAGE PATTERNS ‘ 3

terns of a communiy. siee differences wpicall, exist between age groups. This mears
that charactenstios af childien’s langinge mv o commuwaty should not be inferred from
the speech of adults onby. but that a balanced picture of the dialect should be based
on the speech of mermbers of different age qroups

The other social factors soctoeconomice status, ex, ethimcity  can operate in
similar ways within g community so that Iinguistic and soaal differences are often
found to correlate (Region as a soaal factor usually distinguishes between com
munities i differ at geographical arcas; In addivon, the dimension of style in speech
has proven to be signmificant in muestgations of language patterns. Speakers control a
range of patterns from which they choose, depending on how formal they think the
sttuation 1s. With an intimate fnend. someone might say something like whatcha feel
like dom’. with a casual acquamtance 1t nught be what do va feel lixe doin’ and in a
formal context. the sentence might scund like what do vou feel uke doing. This is an
example of how pronune shon night chinge according to different styles, but you can
also observe differences in grammar anda vocabulary The most reqular patterns he o
been found 1o accur in the more casial patterns of speech where there is less atten
tion to the language forms bemg used

So,in observing language patterns, it is important to keep in mind the social fac
tors that interfacc with differences i fanaguage forms While it will be instructive to
sample a range o - Jeaf that 1s possible the best one for observing the natural
language patterns of a communmty s the casual mode.

Teachers have to deal a lot with language and language-
related matters in their daily lives in the classroom. How
can they look more closely at the dialect ditferences that
might be influer.cing what’s happening in their classiooms?

In facn teache: . becauase of the work they are caned on to do. often want to know
more about the languaqe patterns of the community from which their students come.
Thev can look i detarl at the actual speech of their students in the classroom for one
soturce of data s may seem: hke o difncoi task, given ¢ the other things to be ac
complished in the course of o day, hoveever, with lanquags at the base of so many
classroom activiies it can be most enhaghtening It is also important to investigate
sttuat.ons cutaide the school contexias well where language is being used by students
and other members of the communte This will provide . more balanced picture of
the dralect Although ot will be useful forweachers to examine speech patterns in a
general way they wil ot Tdacde hove wdentiied cortam | atires that they have
neccedan sone students speech Far midtance. o shactine that ocurs i the writing of
a student mag he ofbmterest The teachier can oberve the student’s speech patterns to
determme o the stracture s part of the spoken dialect

How can you tell if a language difference is a real speect or
lanquage disorder or is simply part of the dialect of the student?

focrder S hamaneh eonder feom didberenc e one meas are that con be relied
npon s the et ot coanmnnete corme I the <peech patterns i queshan aalch the
G e the commen B e swehic b the stodents comes then thew do not reflect a
Tz bonder They are e differenc e that veoy doserve futther investiga
Boc theagat Sbhaeeoat s b v the cthier hond, the speech al o sandent does not
s approrate e b oot then the stordent may have o qenume language

(|i—.n|-|o'! e tope s treate b e bocae extenavely i bookdet nmber 3 Speech
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4 ' . LOOKING AT PAK ITCULAR PATTERNS

Pathology ) The teature about which the question of ditference versus disorder is
ratsed may have to be exammed qaite thoroughly before a decision on its status is
reached

One impctant pomnt should be kept in mind while observing the language of
students. particularly those wha speak nonstendard dialects Given the orentation of
schooly to standard English usage. it would be easy for a teacher to interpret the dif
ferences from standard English in students” speech as “mistakes.™ This should be
carefully «.nded Dialest ditferences that may be noticed are not instances of poorly
learmed gransae o or retarded language developr ot they are the products of rules
which are just as regqular and systematic as the  es of standard English In fact. the
observer will not ¥now exactly how thewe feat es should be used unless the rules in-
volved have boen fiqured out or are known Scone features a teacher may not khow
how to use at all

Suggested Readings

A Plurahste Naten, edited by Margaret A Loune and Naney Cenkling provides a
collecnion of artules that deal with dialects and educational issuen Within these, there
1~ constderable information provided about specific dialects, as well as discussions of
therr social significance Thes volume can be conaudted for a more detailed freatment
of many of the ssees rased o thes first section: The question of the impact of in-
formation aboat dialects s addressed by Roger W Shuy i “The Study of Vernacular
Black Faglish as o Factor m Educational Chiange ™ For those mterested i how a
o hnical study of 4 dialect commupity might be conducted. a detailed report of how a
Fige scale myvestigation was done can be found i Freld Techmques in an Urban
anguage Study by Roger W Shage, Walt Wolfram, and Wilham K Riley The topic of
coctal factors i fangquade sariahion s covered in detail in the fourth chapter of Walt
Woltran and Ralph "N Fasoid'« The Stude of Soaal Dialects in Amocan English
("The Socal Vanable™

LOOKING AT PARTICULAR PATTERNS

Suppose you notice a particular language item that one
person or several people seem to use repeated’, . Is it
possible to check out thit one item without going through
the whole process of looking at all the dialect patterns?

I e st reasorablc appr o boto the incestigation of dhalect differences is a
sotenatn orqaness b stde o partiendar stractres o fact when oo many features
are s ed at the ~anne tine o real danger exists for both professional and non
profeccoma <rderts o longuage The conmon techmaque used by inquists s o select
coratte b Aot e Beates that coacture i detal and then move oncto the in
Lestigateos ot nother steactane SAle das approach ioposes cettam hntations m
e ol an oo ot Tewonpton of acvanete, st imcreases the potentiol for anaccurare
et o poe i v teatnres

Fhae tiesd tepe neter g for dhffereat Tnouage e ave teaily qte simple
A gt et s s e abie toooite formnda o des e cettam rales and they

drag hove o detaled expenence o govern iow they approach ther mveshigation

IERIC 11
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LOOKING AT PARTICULAR PATTERNS 5

of language structures. anyone can make significant ohservations about language pat
terns The procedure begims when anein i the speech of somoeone fincluding
ourselves) is noticed For example i the context of a southern schnol wtting, we may
hear some children asng forms ke He home today or You our Qur attention s
Jrawn to the fact that other speakers nught use Fle's home todey or You're out in
these contexts, and we Jdectde to mvestigate this structare further e start listening to
other children m natural speech situations, such as the playground or in the hallway
(in arder to et a casual stiie of speech) Basically, we can listen for these structurgs
mywhere that language 1s used i a natural way Our further mvestigation suggests
that these forme are not st a “sip of the tongue,” since they are foundd in the speech
of othe: community members This udieates that we are dealing with a language pot
teen that deserves a cleser ook Ve start wnting down on theee by five cards some of
the exampies we hear i the natural use of janguage 1t s particularly fmportant to
wriie down eaampics other than rely solely on memore It allows un to loak back al
the data and gives us wdeas as o the organization of spes ific patterns

Once you observe a particular structure, what else do you look for?

Thete are several basic questions which quide all hnguistic analyses In terms of
iatedt dfferonces the ovcstigotion foonses on (@) what forms occur in other dialvets,
dtechmenatly calleb g correspondencel and (h) the binds of structures in which thee
ferm comas Whith this momend et retar o our examples of e home to fay @
Youout WMith relerence to the cotrspondence of fonms, we obsorve that the dialect
i question does not use oy fore where standacd Foghsh night use 1S or ARE In
other words the wentences e home iodae and Yo out would cire pond to fle's
home todae and Youre cutma eomparable s yle ot stacdard Enghish. Our first ques
hon then s aeswered fandy simplc tor this vaac e the difference lies in the presence
of certam torms of e verh be as opposed to ther absence tn other cases, the cor
re-pondence can be hetween two distinet tems or wts of items, rather Han a relation
stup of presesice oo abaenee

e second guestor s o hirtle oo e dithicult beeause it requires looking at the
larquage context surrou hing thas o The question §or thas dratect stracture is
Where can a speaker nianifest the absence of be? At thes pomt. we turn 10 Gor ex
arapies and stars s sing enactic where the ahsence of be does ot oceur Along
the woay we make cortam hepotheses that we cheek weth the dara This nvelves
te st adens abonar hoawopatter woorks aqamst the data and reformuolating ther if
Moo e s et s hore what wee mean by loalang of ~omie date

thoae bt e e e oo obecrcaton caed s Sippe e the Toflowmag examples of the

B S I N A
O I 2 ST IO Hleoat o hoos
i Yo he el o Thov o hare
LU edy e oy S .’(lL."h} SO INTHT
ST Hoovn ey =Y ail ey aronnsd non
Yool i Wor o wchao! dont meas oo
W v o, He goving ado | kneie be oo
(Y by ca e e Ty e e ~]H“\k\ viu) trnagbt Y thiot fee can he b
st b o e e e gl "M hen wae tant bodkioeg ot e Featig e
L AL T T S BT £ DO FY E FRTRRIR B PUTR SETNN ORI St PURTIRTWRIN ITPPR B SRYR S S
TR L R PO P R N I T A Tooy it neothe thaat Gh et v "Hl\,'
Where e e e e e et e Tt e there o e wb e e
) O TN ST § EE TR IS TR ORP I VTN B N R Thneg ble The et o be hiamne e niar e
O
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b LOOKING AT PARTICULAR PATTERNS

amples such as He wants to home) or He should be here now’ (i.e. no examples like
He should here now) This means that the pattern is lir.ited to certain constructions,
namely the conjugated forms of be

Continuing the search for further restrictions. we natice that there are no ex-
amples of be absence when it would occur in standacd English as was or werg, that is,
i the past tense We ook at our data closely. checking out this hypothesis. This
restniction turns out te be supported by the data. The absence of be thus appears to
be limited to present tense. comugated torms

‘No ook further Can we hmit it more? We can consider the subjects that occur.
An examination of the data shows no cases of absence with the pronoun fas subject.
I this st an accident or is this a real pattern governing this rule? From oyr data, it
appears that it micht be o genume pattern, but in order to verify it we probably will
need more examples with [ We may have to start listening again, taking down ex-
amples vtk 1 As we do this. we collect numerous examples, such as I'm first, I'm tak-
ing it home. etc The fact that the verb form always appears when the subject is |
teads us to conclude that absence can correspond to IS or ARE, but riot AM.

We could qo on. and there are some mor e details of conjugatea be absence
which actually would be mcluded m our final analysis The important point here is that
we sustematically proceed. making o hypatbesis and checking it with the data. We must
he willing to let the rule emerge from the actual data rather than our first impression.

What if you don't seem to have enough data to answer certain ques-
tions which come up about an item in the course of your observa-
tion? What do you do then?

Invariably, cor i questions do come up which weren’t anticipated in the original
observations With tape recarded speech sampies. we can simply go back and note
certam thmas we didnt look at previonsly With observations made in other ways, we
may e -4 o collecUmeore data In our example with be. we needed o go back and
look ior cases with the pronoun [very closely. to see if any absence of AM occurred.
As i tens oot this case demonstrates animportant peint about observing forms.
When looking for a pattern, you can’t look only at those cases in a
dialect which are different from another dialect. In order to get an accurate
prtre vou must fook ot the aspeces of similanity as well as differences hetween them.
S reails have 19 look at all kinds of cases wath be in order to find the pattern of
he abaence

Somebimes . e sonrces of data nsed do netprovide enoughinstances of a par-
Sonbar stctine Focesampde suppese we don’t have eaough potential cases of be
i Ho comme tooa s oacinn abon whether the absence of AM akes place or not!
Mo notes that most of thee conversations which serve as the daia do not involve first
Derson snular e naase Tl thie come sapplementary data con be useful

O s, OF qettg certar epes of stiuctures is to ack Teadiing qaesiions ques:
one that teght 1 the potental for cortam strachures 1o oG S0, we might simply
o sote perenal goestions thet wonla be expacted to be answeredin the first per
cop MB O pronect e ven oorking aneme Shop ) Thes tatequ doesn’t quarantee the
o certan st e Bt an bas been need shiceessfulle in o number of different
s

o abe posatde to b tateques 1o ehiotcertam formes anmite duectly “ertain
Copee of wonbaqome s b heen created that onlee thes techmaue The wdea s 1o <ot

cooa B o that the pe e e Shoald cantam one of the forme i question For ex
Ceaple e waeted o e whon happens tocbe erh when the et s I we might
Q@ -t ap asuephe task of changieg a shmnlbus sentence nnon fust pereon to first person
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PRONUNCIATION DIFFERENC ©8 7

n the response: Speakers fom the cotamunity can be orented ) the tash using sam-
ple stesns unrelated to the forms e question (e g, “Here are some sentences that |
want you to change hke the Twill give o sentence W-e Fle went to the store and you
soy Dicent te e store. too”) Then they are presented some stimulus sentences with
the formn i gquesion teg . Stmalas Thee goog to the qame. Response: I'm qoing to
the game. too) These games are not particularly difficult to construct, and they can
e aceess to sone forms mpoctant for the desenption However, it is important to
ue this kind ot mformation only as supolemental data. since this ‘word game’ “itua
non doesn’t always qive the same results as ordinary speech I hend with: sther data,
however this direct ehetatin of structures can make an important contribution to our
underdanding of particular features

" How do you know when you get enough information? It seems like

you can just go on and on getting more information, but you have to
stop somewhere.

Fhe problem of deeidimg when vou have enough data is difficult for anvone
undrtakimg analesis: Basicalle, cou want enough data to get to the point where addi-
tonal data doesn’t add anvthing particularly new to the understanding As a quiding
prncipic. seme researchers use about 45 mmute: o an hour of free conversahon as
the basis for an adequate sample of natural speecn for one speaker Ar*L g practical
cut off pomnt of fve speakers moa qiven social cateqory (o g middle class urban Blael:
teetiaged males: tural White Appalactuan females over 60, c.e ) is sometimes used as
A bas,s for studving the soena paraeters of cpeech Obviously, these amaounts may
net alwows be approprote but thee are tupical of data bases that have resulted in
some farly representative stidies

Suggested Readings

oo detaded hiscasaon ot how Tmamstic patterns can be anvestigated 1s green in
“hieta Methods i the Soidc ol Sacnal Dialect” the thind Chiapter of Wolfram and
Foasold™s The Stady of Scaal Daalects iy Amercan b ooglish This provizles a detailed
Aisreeaom of the metho s osed to obitam casual spees s datas s well as some ey
Aatice oo ot ohtneeg e Methods for mvestepating regqronal ditfercnces ae
dewnbed b Reger A Shong e Descaeermeag American Dialedts as well Tor the moet
part hesenpteons ot parte alan Ldects o diadedt Beatores contam ot least o bned
e ppben of oo the oty were f'].".llll“lll aned atraaed

PRONUNCIATION DIFFERENCES

Dialects seem to differ considerably in terms of how words
are prornunced. How widespread are pronunciation dif-

ferences?
Poveom oyt 0 e RISSAL ||\.)!-|\.' the anaen ey o e lu’quvn,\l Jindea b of
P b b o ot e e e s are rebated 1o the pronnaation of o
coraant o nact Vet i rences are s bl cracod e distmepusking regqueonal
d et e ce onant - hferenn e are s Bos anrhoant i . of the soctal diabects
/
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b PRONUNCIATION DIFFFRENCES

Flowever reqional and <o al ptierences cannot be divorced from each other in pPro-
nunciabon. they go hand o Land methe establishiment of different dialects.

Although Lferences in pnonuacation are widely recognized in our society, they are
notalwavs thought of in terms of particular “rules of pronunciation ™ Popular labels
such s “drawl” “twang ™ “nasal 7 and Ufat” are sometimes used as cover terms for
different reqronal pronunciation patterns In most cases, these labels are used to
descnbe anoverall impression rather than any particular pattern of pronunciation.

What are some of the major vowel differences in the dialects of
English?

Several ditferent vowel pat s stand out mterms of regional ariation in
American Fonglish One pronime pattemn mvolves the vowels in we rds like time and
bo Iy northe: - diatects the g e words like ime. sicie. and pie is actually the
apd producticn of -t cowel sounds. one something like the vowel ah (dictionary )
and ancther something bk - the <ound of ee (dictionary ). The second vowel sound
ghdes off the brstso that cme s produced something like taém. pie as pdd, and side
asaded T sonie southern dialects tor dialects of southern onigin in the North), the &
abhing vowebmag be climimated Pronunciations such as tam f{or e, sad for side.
ancd pafor prereflect this dhfferenee although the actual quality of the a may vary
coniderably thom dicionar, o of bat to @ of father) This pronunciation tende to be
fess pronment whea the fo™swing consonant s voiceless (ke & ch. k. f). so that it
would bemore common i a word ke side than i one iike sight. In the same way,
the v aliedes of bow and bod mav be elimunated in some southern dialects, giving a pro
nunctation ke A 13 beng the dicionary open 8) and hal, respectively. The elimina
toe ot the gl des with the G and 85 o fande well establishied characteristic of many
diadects ot Eogi-him he Sonth and one of the characteristics usually included under
the label ot o sonathern o

Ancther cowe” pattern oo regeonal vanation s the difference between the i
sorind s bt and the e soured ancbet) Before o nasal sound such as no the dif
berence berween thewe cowels oo be eliomated i some secthern dialects This
v that deme e e andd persandd e aned ten wonbl aciually be pronounced the
s b e spaakoer s

Phe veeced Bterenses et aed above show canation along a southern north
e dnmense bt taae e coneei whie b shoaw difterent kinds of geographic distribu:
Bor U ab the vonteis meost senaboe b regonal varaton s the “open o (dictionary
S e st os foe on o iter caughit ole This vowel shows o ranqe of variation,
oot v e vl oy batb s o the o of bt on evers the oo (dictonary 10 of
Pookoo e Phoadie'pbon s v o oot omiethineg ke editer) Tlhis
sosver s peebabiothe e caeande e Amencan Eogh b reaqior al dialect- The front
vesvel e e e b v b ran s alao e senatice Lo reqronal varations The
arege e pronee e Bere e e somewhat e aebile than that for the open o
St by b e o ikl reaqional sonation nonetheless The o narenes of this
ventel ek e ot i e atice tovemenial vartation o nsheated 1 how
Baler by e v e oo ot e coweond s b o Moare prere and inen
[Vt v G e o s b ) moannnoshon ol Al thee tenne oo the distinet e

USTRVETIIT: e e Carae leog tHhe amfhienc e of anattee !ullt]l:.\ur TR FRRTS
P et bl b rdben e b thie bn oo al e of sl on o nate e
A ae dndin angnage A tepicat cawe ol e e of mfbienee e the e ol the ¢
[ EPATRY NERRYEON REE TS EIPRTIR, pattern s bt o e (8 vorcommentes s the
Sothea e bt e e o el ot wonld bos |HHIH|||II(("| g the voveel ol frovert,

Q that theee v uld by no contrast m the o andd
ERIC ! 4
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If the vowel difference are linked mostly with regional dialects,
what .vatures of pronunciation are related to different social
dialects?

Consonants are probably more promment than vowets in distinguishing social
dhalects of English However, consonant differences interseet with regional patterns of
vanation just as regional vowel ditferences intersect with social differences. Three
areas of pronancnton differences relating to consonants have been widely described:
the th sounds. r a1 L and consonant blends There are many other consonant dif-
ferences as well other works can be consulted for more detail

th sounds. Probably the most widely recognized socal dfference in consonant
usaqu ts the pronunciation of these, then and those as the stereotypic dese. den,
dose At the begmnmyg ot the word, the th may be pronounced hke d. a stop conso
nant The th sound of think, thank. and throw is different from the th of these (the th
m thnk s vorceles . while the th m these is voiced) The voiceless th may be pro-
duced somethmg ke a t (tnk tank. trow) although it 1s not exactly the same. In
general. the d tor th i these s more caommon than the t for th in think. An interesting
research finding about d tor th s the fact that veriou . social groups actually differ in
how trequently this pronunaation s used rather than its total absence of presence,
Mickdle class gronps may use this pronundiation to some extent in casual speech while
working class anoups simply use it more often This research fmding counters the
poprlar stereotype that workmyg class speakers always use d for th and middle class
standard Enghsh speakers never do- A number of ponunciation ditfercns es are ac-
twally mamtested m this wav actoss soctal classes in our society.

I other posiions within v word, the th may take on different pronunciation
characterstics Incthe muddle or at the end of & word, the th of author or tooth may he
pronounced as foas moanfor or oot e words like brother and smooth, « v may oceur
(brocuh. smooet This pronuncation s maost typncally found in working class Black
communihe: with the £ pronunenshon more conmon than the use of o

rand LA number of requonal and socally sigmficant pronunciations are also
foundon the v and D sounds After o vowel the 1 anay be Tost and an uh like vowel
tvchea or eohonare o may ke s place The co or fou’ pronunciations for car and
four are tupncal of thie cananion In sautherin areas, the socalled r lon pronunciation
of o word qrees o Carod on stoy for store The D following o vowel may behave
ke roso thar conds Blke tabde and Bill may be pronounced something like tabu or Biu
And i some mstano s the D he lost completely melading the ! belore p(hep for
helpdh on foset T et These cand D ditferences are Imbaed for the most port wath
cpon and the tead B more wwaal sgnilicance m o oorthern nrban areas than in
At s Onte

consonant blends. One teatine < pronunaation that has beors studied fe iy ex
Benvsively o son et oot e concems the Blendiog of conwomants ot the end of
wor e Conaom e blen by o w1 Bhe et i~ findd tnd) ondd act 1k mav be v
daced by gl consamant acar e frd and acT Eor all soenal qroups, the final
memnber of the Blecd o be abent o hen the nest wora beqme, with o consonant
P o oD Dot b peaker wall sav things bk weessde find cats on ae’
podtect s st osech Thien oo aderable dhtberene ©m the Tose of final consonant
when the bdicainey o by ooty voeed howewe s Shnctares hke e end, fiy
appies andd o s eonl be s b more tepieal b coatanag b than anddle o
spessch Clon it Biendd redicbon o partcalanly oo niment m working class Black
[RTAREARRRTARISISEN

Phocpatterre Joaes nect ot ol Bl ot the ot o o woendd T Lrontedd to theoe
Q vieed e dop s h ot bk or poand anlde taken ])l.)('v with e ertam combinations
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D




10 PRONUNCIATION DIFFERENCES

of ihese blends Soat does not attect items like sense or waltz. which do not end in a
stop combination {they end in an s sound), nor does it affect items like col. jump,
thank. or gulp where the fiest consonant s [ or ni or n and the final member t, k. or p.
Fially, it should be noted that this rule affects words in which the consonant blend is
formed by the additon of the ed suffix as well as those where it is a part of the “base
word ™ Sa,an atem dike nmussed. formed with an st blend as inonmst, or talked {actually
pronounced as talat) or barmed (pronounced band) would be aoffected by this rule,
making thern mas”, talk’. and ban’

Are the re pronunciation differences between dialects other than
consonants and vowels?

There are certainly other pronunciaton differences in addition to simpie conso
nant and v wel patterns For example. there are somne aspects of pronunciation which
may affect o whole sullable. Sullables that are not stressed within a word may be
elimmated In casual speech. practically all speakers of English show this pattern to
some extent, as mdicated m pronuneoations such as ‘cause for because and ‘bout for
about This rule, however. may be extended considerably beyond these kinds of items,
affecting tems ranqing fram Tectncity for electricity and el'phant for elephant to ‘tatoes
for potatoes and ‘member for remember

How about erpressive features of speech? It seems like you can
really tell people apart by the way their voice sounds, like where
they put emphasis and how musical their way of talking is.

Charactenstios such as “voice auality”™ and “inflection™ are often mentioned in
popular discussions of social and ethme differences in English dialects Although such
references are often vaque and impressionistic, more specific reference to voice quality
may incdnde quahties <ich as voice “raspiness.” high and low pitch ranges, and
qeneral resenance Tooa large extent, theee qualities may be quite individualishe
However some featires such an voree raspiness may dlso be molded by community
nonns For example o stvhzed use of raspiness among Black males has been suy
aested msonmee prehimmary, studhes

Other charactenstes have receved a bit more attention, tut the rewedreh base s
i not exbranstic e Several studios have suggested that the range between high and
low patech ised in Black commumities s greater than that faund in comparable White
communttes This of camse, would be a alturally learned behaviorn, and totally
norelated taiapeal vace. One stady also saggests that women i American sociely
teprcally have o greater piteh vonge distibited aver o sentence than do nen. This
kind ot pitch disibution over a sentence i what s commonly meant by the popular
reference to Tmflection ™ althonah linguidts refer to this as intonation. Here again. the
resetaceh evdene e wonaot defitive

It s also posable for the shythim o “heats” of sgllables i a sentence to vary
Foglsh tepeeadly aqives extra pronimence o the stressed words mea phirase and tends
fer 1 !'eqvtln'(' the other syHables Saom oo [lhld‘.t‘ anchoas Fie u'('/rll tor the ,"()/f'l',
weertt anebatore mnght qet aqreater promimence than the other parts ()”I/&_’l lnng aqes
may qiee e egqual beat o each of the syl Bles i the sentence, aain Fle edént 16 the
stare ] G the mpresson o choppm we™ o the apeaker who has learned the
conventional Poghab tonng systems Dialect of Foghishanfluenced by other languaiges
wrthothe g sestera may adopt sach o difference i then thothin, others mfnenced
sy Spaneds and thaw peken i Amencan Tndian commmmities i the Soathwest may

Iy

Q o have they quality
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GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES 11

It is safe to say that current knowledge of pronunciation is much more extensive
with respect to basic consonant and vowel patterns than it is with respect to the more
“evpressive” aspects of pronunciation Much more research is require:| in this area in
order to come to firm conclusions about the exact role of these factors in dialect dif-
ferences.

Suggested Readings

A more comprehensive treatment of pronunciation features is given in Chapter Six
of Wolfram and Fasold’s The Study of Socio” Dialects m American English. Informa-
tion on pronunciation features of speafic dialects is also available, including
"Phonological Features™ in Appulachian speech by Walt Wolfram and Donna
Chuastian, and “The Sounds of Black Erglish™ by William Moulton. There are also
nuinerous articles on particular pranunciation features included in the journal
American Speech

GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES

How do dialects differ in areas other than pronunciation?

Ditferences between dialects are also found in aspects of grammatical usage. Gram-
mar m this sense refers to the structure of words and sentences in the language. For
example. the aaditon of s 1o a verb form to mark agreement with certain types of
sublects Gt walks compared 1o thee walk) 15 a grammatical process. a~ the change in
word arrangement to sigral the difference between a statement and a question (from
You are qomng to Are vou qomg?)

Difte tences between dialects in the area of grammar are generally more noticeabie
socially than those i pronunciabion: Studies have pomted out that nonstandard gram-
matical features more often carry social shgma than prommaation Pronunciation dif
ferences tend to he more 1eadily tolerated. particularly regional “accents ™

In terms of the overali < stem of Faglish the areas of difference between standard
ana nonstandard dialects are relatively few To a large extent, the rammatical
systems of all dhalects ot Fnglish are the same There are certain areas, though where
chverqence s Tkely to oconr Onee of the places where a great deal of variation is
found = m the nae of snfhxes (short forms that attach to the ends of words) The
language has o mach more himted set than tonce had, but there s still considerable
diveraitg among dialects i ther use of suffixes These suffixes indicate certain gram
mahe ol meanings on verbs novne, and to g kewer oxtent, adjectives and adverbs And
inadentalle research an the hitere of Fogha indbeates that vanation i the a0 of
these qrammanoal marker s wonot g recent development (exasting m Fngland ' ny
betne settlement of the Tlimtod States)

It seems as if there are a number of differences amonqg dialects in
how ver s are used. What happens to suffixes on verbs?

Sonne dhales b Show o pattenne wheve cortany <ulfixes may be abent on verbs

where thee wonld be oxpected o dandawd Boghnh Tes often suffixes may be nsed
n pdaces where theg wonld oo beexeeted gy standand Eoglish Pluctuation m she
G ot suftnecan e explamed more fallgain terme of speatic suftixe-.

,.K 1
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GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES

Several of the suffixes affect verbs m the standard English gram noa
well as the nonstandard English system One s the -ed suffix which is uaed to mark
past tense on verbs in cases ke they waked and they have walked. This ending may
be abser o to a greater or lesser - tent, dependiieg on the dialect in question. As
reported i the last section. however, this difference is really in the area of pronuncia:

ton, although it affects a yramumanical torm 1t has been tound that all speakers will oc-

castonally omit this particular suffix ma sentence like Yesterday they walk’ four miles.
I some cacially defined dialects, the sefix may be abser t more frequently. and in
cases ik Mesterday then walk a lot it s more noticeable: This lngher frequency and
wider distabution of usage qives the impression that speakers of these dialects “drop
the endig of words.” and has even led some people to clann that such speakers do
not know what past tense 1+ Research has amply demonstrated. however, that this is
a common aronuncaton featare In some dhalects, the process is used more frequent
Iy than m others, but the past tens crding does occur i at least some instances and
o1t s “known by the spreakers

Fhe other sufhix that affects corbas the s used m the presont tense 1o mark
agreement waithcertamn subiects (third person singular present tense -8), av in the
dog barks or the child plass i the speesh of memibers of working class Black com-
manities, this suffis may be absent <o that e go or she have a car may be used
Some absence of this athy has also beer oted for members of Amencan Indian
commmmunes. although (U topieally more hinted than the absence n Black working
class communmies _

One very widesproad catire related o the use of this present tense suffix is
don’t Fven in vanetios of Eaglsb which o no other nonstandard usage of the
third person s suches dont mag be sed wilh subgects which in standard use would
coll tor dowes T o resudts i sentences ke She don't know and He don't like it

One turthor process documented ain studies of Enghsh dialects relates to the use
ol the s verbal suthy tor the present tense Inosome Appalachioan and soutbern com
munihes. the suthy has been tound onatoms wath plaral subjects as well as with®
snaular subpects o my teernds thes if and people comes orer The s te wds not to
e tsedd if the sutaect s o taonoan thev) occorchng to research evidence collected so
far With othin subiects the cnding o be need to varvang extents, dependig on the
mdivrdued preaber s

o other suffixes get treated differently by various dialects, or is it
just the ones on verbs?

O ettt o o aie Doy patteras of diflrence benweeon dhale by, altheuagh
the cndde g St pertaes e ceth bend e hoave more estensiee differences I the case
ey e o e st tfected s the plural howorkoneg dlase Black coim

frectie o abea e b 1-"'.hxf car iy T been '.’l“-i']\"'l' m ]ll\h\\.«'\ Ilki‘ two card
o e ook D e et oo Appaba Biowr chalect. the plaral suffisc may te
Al enat ot ccae et et cceabit s gl measare s parhodarly whien o nramerat s
oy | [ iy, (AT ET RS BT ATRAY RN lvr'f.‘ Hn‘](' BN .||‘.H iHn"Uli'\l I)IIII.\I*' 1 l }Il[ll&h
Lot e et b wh b foarn the phirod e aome ather way (feet,
: o B st e b ot heon and B ke commamtes ineciuele
e e ~;:|f.\| paltern G ot the oy, way hiro foote or many '.)H':'[)\.
fe v
Pl catier e et e cath poane 1 the possessive <& ending Sevesal
s dan by Epatt s nc ke Bopes ceave s althonah none are cere hriege o o
@ eree Sehne ape teer -ty vonking o Black conmmmenaties ow abeence of the
ERIC
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s ending m possessive construction, using my friend book as a correspondence for
the star dard my friend’s book A characteristic observed in some Appalachian speech
15 the use of the forms vourn and our'n in places where the standard form is nours
and ours this'n and her'n oceur as well)

For adjectives and adverbs. the suffixes that have nonstandard alternant usages
are the comparative { er) and the superlative { est) markers. In the standard pattern,
these endings are used typically with words of one or two syllables (stronger, friend.
lier) For some words with two syllables, and all words with three or more syllables,
the patterns call for the use of more and most preceding the word rather than the suf-
hx (more efficient. most foolishy For some speakers. this pattern differs in that the suf-
fixes may be added to words that go with more ‘'most in the standard patterns,
resulting in forms like beautifuler, awfuiest There ate also some irregular forms in the
standard pattern that may be treated differently (for example. bad/worse/worst).
Forms like baddest. qooder. worser have been observed in use. Studies of numerous
dialects have documented forms like the ones mentioned here, indicating that non-
standar” patterns for comparative and superlative formations are not restricted to any
particular group

Speakers of some dialects use verbs differently, but not
just in the way that they end the words. Are there other
differences in verb usage beyond the patterns of suffixes?

Phree of the more important areas of difforence with 1espect to verbs relate to some
aspects of tense marking, agreement marking. and some special characteristics of the
use of the verb by

An earlier discission tocused on the role of the ed suffix to indicaze past tense.
some verbs n English however, do not take this suffix for their past tense forms.
These are the irreqular verbs oof English and they form the past tense in a variety of
wavs, for mstance the standard pattern for know is knew and have known; for come.,
s came and e come Cortam dialects do not follow the standard patterns In
many working cass s ommuante s differences o the wa reqular verbs form the past
tenses have been oo o i hneg the tolowing patterns

Reaqularieation Phes rowed atot theared. knowed)
Fachanae of poantcmle
At Seple past e e g e k)
Picans weent already throke aaie)
Homarked tan: . [t awav aiicade (oo ear)
Iitferont gt o Thee brimpg o (i ton dragael

Seane o e v o wgt bagh torgquenow among peakers hone workomg ¢ose
coamrnrecthene e e vl on hace heen founed 1o be sioge teqronally
coticentpal el

O estiee e b pect o e e e abies oe of the ateelon: verb haee
esprecialic Db ae B o D heer Incfove Th, Pattorne actaa g gealie g G pPros
nutcat crraie swhi b e ahe e abter hare b boeen comdracbed fa the s oF has
dthat o e vt featine that Do e feamed i them wowking clase
cotnmsntie. s the b Bl e of done o g completon of s acnon an o |
dene e s icay on Ther e don codnd e Tha Shoald ot Y comfune ) wath thye past
parhiaple fonn b the Lol o e the migh the forms e rdentoal One s o mom
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14 GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES

verb (l've done it) while the feature in question here modifies other verbs (l've done
sojd it). This is a gond example of an additional distinction that can be made in cer-
tain working-class -lialects that does not have a direct correspondence in standard
dialects.

The agreement marking systems (for verbs and their subjects) of various dialects
are often found to differ as well We already discussed agreement as related to the
third person singular s Another wea of agreement involves the be verb forms. The
standard pattern for be 1etains many agreement distinctions that are no longer made
with other verbs (I am, it 1s. you. we ‘they are. I/it’was, you/we/they were). In many
working class dialects the agreement pattern allows the use of is and was with plural
subjects (the dogs 1s, they was) This featu: 2 in the agreement pattern for be is quite
common, and it has been observed in many communities. '

Other characteristics pertain directly to the be verbs. A use of the verb form be has
been noted in working class Black communities that, like done. seems to indicate an
additional distinction This is found in sentences like Sometimes they be nice, where
the verb form indicates an activity that takes place habitually (it happens at various in-
tervals over a period ot tme). The use of habitual be must be distinguished from
constructions which look sirnilar. but where this particular meaning distinction is not in-
valved Observations of these language patterns have indicated that structures like
Thev be here tomorrow and They be here if they could result from the absence of the
auxihary forms il and would. respectively, and are different from the ‘habitual” use
of be According to a number of investigators, the habitual use of be has only been
noted in the speech of working-class Black speakers.

Another charactenistic pertaining to be should be mentioned before concluding  his
discussion This 1s the widely noticed absence of the form of be in certain cases lik.»
She not going or They mee which affects the patterns of usage of the verb forms is
and are This feature was discussed in considerabie detail in the section on Language
Patterns. but cne additional point is interesting. The absence of are has been
documented as a pattern in many southern and Black working-class communities,
white the absence of 1s has been found mainly in Black communities.

It's clear that the list of potential differences between
dialects pertaining to verbs is quite extensive. Are there
differences in other areas that are as significant?

There are cortamly other differences that are equatly as sigmificant in terms of social
acceptability and exdent of re among dialect of English One area s th. variation
aesoctated with patterns of negation. The uwe of sentences negoed i more than one
pihce s @ widely notced  and widely cormmented upon pattern Mast stuchies of
draden e working dass commumties note the patterns found in sentences like We
diedn t go nowehere They couldnt fid no food. and It don't never ran gqood These
have heen desertbed m comparison with the standard pattern whneh allows one
Degats ¢ to nceur I thewe cases, the neqative form s attached e both the verb and
the mdehinites mowhere net or adverbs (nererd Inoder words the frms which can
Gt negaton are made to agqree wath each othier o sone seuthern and Black coin
Mt ot tons ke Couldn 't nobody see it have heen noticed Such mversion
i alae o posabie featire related to negation m Eoglshe buiat b been obuerved much
lema often oy guraker

Ancthor commmaon bt bnghiv stepnahzed feature of seqabion amona work, 11y class

dalecte s the e of et This fonm ronmed to carresponed to staedard Foghed s are,
@ vn has, and have m theu pegalive versiono, e cases hhe They am here and Tein't
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found it An interesting pronunuation variation on this form is the use of hain't by
some Appalachian speakers Despite the highly negative attitude often expressed
toward ain’t. it persists in wide-pread use, and s likely to be noticed in observations of
many speech communities.

In looking at the speech patterns of a community in terms of gram-
matical features, then, the areas to check are suffixes, verb usage,
and negation. Will this give a good basis for comparison of dialects
and the description of grammatical patterns?

While these topics cover the more extensive are: s of diversity among dialects of
English, any observation will undoubtedly yield many more potential differences for a
particular inventory The following is a list of some of the other areas where dialect
differences have been observed n various studic s, along with examples of those
features mentioned

1. Verbs
a prefix lwasa gon™ Hme
double modals 1 mighe could do .

2 Pronouns

relative clauses There's a man lives down the street. (avsence of who,
relative pronoun)

use of which like a conpu ction They gave me a cigar which they know | don't
like cigars

personal pronouns as subjects Me and him wenl (use of object form)

reflexives He found it hisself (also theirself)
She did it her own self (splhit reflexive)

subject repeat Thought me a new car. (honrefloxive)

plural forms of vou vouall. you quys, youse, you'uns

3 Adjectives
them forthose Cave e some of them candies
these here. ihem there These here cookies are dehicious

4 Questions
mdirect que ons askerd them condd they conie teo nverted pattern ke direct
questions)
use of 1o as a tag question chey ate dinner already, no™

Suggested Readings

Grammatical feotires are treated e depth i Wollvan s and Fasold's The Stud: of
Sacal Dialeats i Amerwan Fnghsh (Chaptor Seven) Deseriptions ol agraminaoticai pat
ters of speahc dualects ane also available, Chapter Five of Woltram and Chistion's
Appalachian Speech and Chapter Four of Frglish i Block and White (V7 1o Jt
Orammar ™) by Robbins Burling, are qood sowees to consult tor Appalach w @ nglish
and Black b oghshrespectvely Treatments of particular featines are often tarly
techimeal bt wonke bl Tanaguage in the Inner City by William 1 abou, ¢ ar provide
unportant detal wivn necded
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VOCABULARY DIFFERENCES

It is easy to notice when people use words differently or
use different words for the same thing. How do these kinds

of variations fit into the picture of dialect differenc.s in
English?

Most Amenicans can readily ain o cases where the word for an item in one region dif-
fers from that used i another When travelers return home from a visit to New
Endgland tatking about how toniec s u »d where other areas might use the term soda
pop. pop. or soda. or when northerners menton how o southerner uses carry in the
sense of accompanviag, a- v He carrted her to the movies, they are referring to basic
vocabulary difterences The e ditferences are some of the clearest indicators of certain
equonal diale ts that exist i the U S Vocabulary differences can affect all classes of
atguage stru tures. mcduding neuns (e g . soda po tonic) . verbs {eq.. carry/take).
prepositions (g osick to - at m omy stomach). adjectives (e.q.. right smart fellg), and
aclverbs (e g fell plumb asieep) There are at least several thousand differences of
these types which have been catalogued in various studies of American speech forms.

Vocabulary differe ces mac aftect a range of topics, mcluding such things as food.
shelter. work. plav. and the we. ther. In rural areas, expiressions for the land, animals,
crops.and tarming apparatus are particularly sensitive to reqional and local dif-
ferences, <o that there are more extended vocabulary differences associated with rural
than with urban hving

The vast majonty of vocabnlary differences in regional varieties of English are con
sidered neither good nor bad  they are typically viewed as quaint curiosities. There is
httle social calue. assoaated with saving spigot versus faucet, pail versus bucket, or
qgrinder versus sub these are simply aceepted as part of the normal regional variation
of Fnglish There are. however. some items which have heen stereotyped as vocabu
lary hfteree s carraneg socal values Sasthe use of ain't or ineqular verb uses such
as brung as a past form mac be dield as vocabulary differences which are socially
stigmatized Inores ity they are part of a4 pattern of grammatical rule differences, where
cortaa tepes of neqatives can be formod with am’t and ineqular verbs take different
forms an v s vancties o Foglish

What about people who misuse vocabulary iteme, like som: of the
things that Archie Bunker say... For example, he might say
something like “‘l don't think the soldiers who ran away to Canada
should get amnesia™ or ""He's the prosecuting eternity.”’ Don’t these
vocabulary differences carry negative social connotations?

Cortamnle wac o of cocabudony ises carng low social estecim o a tepe of
reabaprcneen e e eneopit ed abvse tamin saa for amnesty eteraty for attormey)
sy b et whien to wond s soimnd veasonabiv armlae Tnomany cases the loss
Eanbon s becrepiace b b the more Lol amidar ~onmdhneg word

oot e malaprapan may be sbimatated by ctuatiosison which o person
f-'.'i t"n' Ty t N RS § YRS A I:lel,]l v-{lu dh’tl !-‘l"!ll.](!g' 'Hl" (l,\-\\yt b‘\(]]”l\l(‘ i ﬂn'
ke L et et Aty oose a seae fonmal toddle clase educated stgle
b gt e ot bt peal o eoncd entinele comofeatabile Alithoughe theae
Mo Bovrs wnreat e e Bunkensans " they are ba ed on gencime language sttt
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tions T8 negative connatabion is related te the fact that the person is making the
pretense of being educated and not being successful at it These vocabulary dif-
ferences are really very different from the genuine regional differences we were
discussing above

Where docs slang fit into the picture of vocabulary dif-
ferences?

Fopular rererences 1o the term slang are farle common This term seemss to be used
m several different senses. as tepified mthe follow ng examples:

(@l They don't speak standard Engish. they just use slang

(b) Teenagers today use a ot of slang words, like “dude.” “chick.” and “far out”

() Baskethall plavers have ther own slang, like “rebo.” “jumper.” and “chucker ™
In some mstances, slang 1, used to refer to any vanety of English that is not standard
English Sooa vanety wie bas that <poken by inner city Blacks or that spoken by rural
Appalachian Whites nught be referred to as a slang dialect This sense is illustrated in
sentenc: (a) aboye

Slang s also used o reter to certam word or phrase uses which have a strong con-
notation ot iformahty. particularle as thev are compared with the words they replace.
Refermng toa man as a “dude” or a woman as a “chick™ includes this sense of in
formality: These uses generalle have a short life span. arising quickly and falling just as
quicklv mto disuse: Most repically. they are associated with the teenage and early
adult vears e a person’s e This interpretation of slang is probably the most widely
used ones and certamly cuts aceoss different dialects However, those dialects that are
assaciated with a sense of snformalite would probably Lo expected to have more items
designated as slang than those which carre o more formal connotation.

Fialiv: slang has been used 1o refer 1o a specialized vocanilary associated with a
particuln field of activiy profesaon or teade Reference to o specialized vacabulary
such as that used by plavground basketba | plavers. or o specialized vocabulary of
dodk workers tepihes this usae I some canes it mav refer to secret vocabularies,
suenas that of protesional thieves or prositutes This s the usage illustrated in ()

Enquits tend o b awac hom the use of the tenm Jang. although the one sense
moachiche thvee sometimes teas s that ot ated by th) abeve. Fuen here, however,
there can be niech iaareement over what words shonld be designated as slang
e there s be rear vor s on somee words (e, rhick.” “dude” “far o ™),
there e mar cthes eme wChere theasafication s inuch more indeterminate i
Treath b mathomate s et oy qoe V7 M Tned for Termnaed™ A e o
st wild sometanes use the temne but oal, with a number of qualifications

Sugyested Readirgs

Vocabuar b v hae ey dneesed o number of reports on regqronal
Bodin ot Bragheds e vcond o man el o qone inte orbineg o D mguistic
At cbthe Prepedd Sates oo Do sugmbe o coanparent of thic mvestgation (s
Cocat e Ao e repeat g mlableo s Hao Karath's A Waord Geography of the
fostern Dhore D S0 N o teatiment of vocabulare vattations is aiven in [ halects
of Aencan Foghsh by Cantali b Reed A number of speafic vocabulary featires are
drwcussed i the anchec mdaded i Readimgs m Amercan Dialectoloqu. edited by
Haroldd B Al and Gary N Undinwood  The e American Speech also provides
desenpte e obinteresting vacabualary terns on o continimg basis A widescale survey
Q '
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18 LANGUAGE USE DIFFERENCES

of regional vocabulary entitled "Dichionary of Arnerican Redgic nal Englisk,” under the
direction of Fredenic G Cassidy. is nearing completio: . and publications from this proj:
ect should provide much more extensive information on current ditferences.

LANGUAGE USE DIFFERENCES

When you think about the way people in certain groups

. talk, it seems like there are differences that go beyond prc-
nunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. Do various dialect
groups have other difierences related to language that can
serve to identify them?

anguage use as cultural behavior can encompass a wide range of patterns and it
15 not mited to pronuncration. grammar. and vocabulary differences. To understand
the commune ation processes within a particular group. investigators seek to find out
what kinds of speech behavior are appropriate in what situations* This may involve
the use of particular inguistic forms (e g when you should say please) or more
genivral rules for mteracting (e g . when yoll should keep quiet). For example. the rules
for apprepriate behacior within a cultural aroup may specify who should speak first
when a man and o woman meet lf-the woman is supposed to start the conversation,
according to the ndes of o culture. then it would be considered inappropriate for the
man 1o speak first fand other it rpretations might alse be attached to such behavior),

There mav also be particular fanquage forms of language patterns that are called for
m certan stuations  These may approach the quality of a ritual For example. in some
cultures, then may be ntual ke behaviors that are anpropriate responses to death. as
mowhat wotr should sav (or dol o console family menbers. how vou should conduct
coremont - around the ecent and what should be sart then and so on Studies of
behavior amona cudtural gronps o this country have demonstrated that such patterns
exist i all caltures

What are some of the differences between dialect groups in these
patterns of language use?

At of the patterre, baconered can be mieshoned here as examiples of what
rmght be enconmtered g cmparson of langue e ise amondg vanous groups A
number of e asaoss of proplems i education meocanous Amencan Indian com
manities baee sedicate Db the chldren seem reluctant to partiapate e the
Clameroom Iy vestigators who base exammned this sitnanion bom the community
perspes toe have noted that there appear to be different rales of language use that are
i conthet o the conrmte from whndy the clnldren come thew Tearn that m manvy
attrahon - svotung adait and chnddren, the chnddiea may ober fat should ot par
Bepate g ackve wan It has been angaested that these difiensm patterns of verbal
narticopation that lave beens fearned m the ondtural context of the home community
G e conmt boa e wan the s hellen mteract m the Cacaoom This bebiavion s often
mranterpreted b those e the claaroo nowho do not Shace the cndtinal badd pound of
the Treboan chabdren T o an exatmpie of differences beteeen granpom patterns
which determmne how when and ol langquoge shiould be nsed in vanous situabons
ERIC o
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Other differences between grour s e m particular steles or forins of language use.
Some of these are so clearly erablimhed that they have been given labels by members
of the community. and they may be quite ritualistic in nature Very specific rules may
qovern how the lanquage forms are put together For example, a form of verbal
behavior among members of cortan Black commumities that has been widely des
cribed is known as “sounding ™ This game of miselts, also known in some places as
Ssignifuing” or “plaving the dozens” usually mvalves groups ol young males and
builds from a farly low key starting cxchange to a pomt of considerable verbal creativi-
ty by the contestants: The msalts traded usually nclude slurs on the opponent and the
opponents fanmily: Real proficiency in this verbal game 15 a valud ahbility among
members of the cultural qroup Other examples of stylized language use can be found
0 various procedures used m storvteling among different groups. Distinctive styles of
telhng stories may charactenize the verbal art tradition of a community. These varieties
of speech events are Giten vasy to idennify because of therr ritualistic qualities and are
generally neh sources of languagqe and culture data

These instances are qust o few of a wide variety of culturally defined language use
patterns that have been muestigated Language as a form of ¢ dtural behavior, and as
andentituing feature of cultural groups, in some ways gaes bevond the basic ques:
tions of dulect diversity: The two are however. mevitably mtertwined in producing dif
ferences m language behavior between groups, and m contributing to the social at-
ntudes toward those differences

Suggested Readings

Fanguage use Aifferences are oiten troated within the topre of cultural differences
and much of the carher work dealt mamty with dist 1t languaqge groups. Robbins
Burlng treats bath features of separate languages and featwre  of differen: dialects of
a lanqueae v Man's Many Vorees Lanquage in Its Cultural Context. an excellent
detaled discusseon of the topic Work on language use patterns of particular dialects
of Enghish has o far deait mamle with qroups of Vernacular Black English cpeakers.
Some wsetul referances mothis area melude Geneva Smitherrman’s Talkm and
Testfein The Tanquage of Bleek Amenca and the coldection of articles edited by
Thomas Kochman enttled Kappo™ and Sichn’ Out Commumeation iy Urban Black
Amenca In the contest of waaqe patternaan ar: American indian population Susan U,
Phiips provdes anintoreatng <tudy o “Participant Structures and Communicative
Competence Marm Sprinags Cheddien i Communite and Clas »om ™
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